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PRESENTATION OF NOBLE PACE PLAQUE
S . R. Evans

l/

The Mississippi Seed Association has honored me in asking that I
present this plaque to the university in memory of a dear friend , the late
Noble Pace .
As I recall, this laboratory was the first seed technology laboratory
established in the United States , and credit for its establishment may
justifiably be r,jven to Mr . Pace ,
Noble Pace was born and reared in Pace , Bolivar County , Mississippi.
He was graduated from this university , then A . & M. College in 1918.
He was married to Etta Eckles of Cleveland . To them was born one child,
Noble Pace, Jr., who how lives in New Orleans, and is the father of
one son.
Jewell, a brother , still lives in the old home at Pace, and his poor
h ea lth prevents his being here today . The younger brother , Courtney,
is, of course, the valued administrative assistant to Mississippi ' s
Senior Senator, the Honorable Jim Eastland o
Only last fall, Courtney and the Senator' s office rendered great
assistance in passing the "Variety Protection Bill" sponsored by the
National Seed Dealers Association. Courtney relates that at least. half
of the committee representing the seed industry remember ed with great
warmth his brother Noble And so , Noble Pace ' s influence in the seed
business is still alive in the legislative halls of the nation ' s capitoL
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During the depression yea r s Noble mad e many trips t o Washington
in a succes sful e ffort to make the old " farm and seed loan program" meet
the needs of the small farmers . After the great flood of 192 7 he work ed
closely with the red c r oss in supplying s eed to the stricken area of his
own Mississippi Delta . He served as President of the Mississippi
Seed Association and of the Sou t hern Seed Ass ociation .
1

I could go on with the many innovative ideas spon s ored by Nobl e
Pace in assisting farmers and seed dealer s . But , we must confine our
remark s to this laboratory , w hi ch , in reality 1 was sired and n urtured
by our friend,

Ll Mr . Evans is a Seedsme n - Own er of Farm ers Feed Mill , Greenwood,
Mississippi , a nd was S ecretary- Treasurer of the Mis s issippi
Seeds mens ' Assn . from its c onception thro ugh 1970
1
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The presentation of a plaque commemorating Noble Pace's contribution
to the establishment of the Seed Technology Laboratory opened the 20th
Annual Short Course for Seedsmen. This plaque was presented by
Mr. S. R. "Doc" Evans (r) on behalf of the Mississippi Seedsmen' s
Association; Lee Ulrich (1) 1971 President. Acceptin g for MSU is
Dr. Louis N. Wise, Vice President for Agriculture and Forestry and
former Director of the Seed Technology La boratory.
(Photo courtesy- Mississippi Agricultural Extension Service)
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Of course, there were many others who had a major or minor part in
laboratory's birth and maturing. Among the group were:
1. Lane Wilson, Shreveport, Louisiana, Executive Vice President of the
Southern Seeds men's Associati on .
2. Mr. Ed Hicks of the Firm of Dobson- Hicks Seed Company of Nashville,
Tennessee.
3. Probably the most productive assistance came .from Dr. Frank J. Welch,
a former Dean of Agriculture at Mississippi State University. Frank
· served in the U.S . Department of Agriculture~ While in this capacity
during the interim between Mississippi State and a move to Kentucky,
Frank was able to funnel certain federal funds into the young project.
After moving to Kentucky, Frank was instrumental in involving
Kentucky and other states in the formation of the Seed Laboratory
here at Mississippi State .
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Aside from its outstanding contribution to research and technological
advancement, this "regional" seed laboratory has been an attractive
training ground for people from most every state and many foreign students
here at Mississippi State University.
·, When the laboratory became operative twenty years ago, its first
director was none other than our university President of today, Dr.
William L. Giles.
As Dr . Giles moved up to be superintendent of the Delta Branch
Experiment Station, the second director was Dr. Louis N. Wise, now
Vice President for Agriculture and Forestry.
Dr . Wise was followed by Dr. H. D. Bunch,. who has traveled all
over the world , involving M.S.U. in many phases of agriculture. He
works in close cooperation with the State Department and U . S. Department
of Agriculture . Dr. Bunch was succeeded by the present director,
Dr . James C. Delouche , whom all of you know and r·espect .
While Mississippi State has provided t he housing , the facility
has always been and :is a r egional laboratory . The state of Mississippi
has furnished a minimum of fina ncial s u pport other than the building.
To us "old timers" , this textile building has never been an adequate
home for this nationally and internationally feknQwed See·d Te~chnot<?gyLab.
Therefore, w e pla ce this No ble Pace Plaque here now, but for a day.
Tomorrow, the plaque wi ll be re moved andre-hung in a new $500,000
Seed Laboratory made pos sible by the recent appropriation of the 1971
Legislature .
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Noble Pace's vision has possibly exceeded even his dream. This
first Regional Seed Laboratory in America has bred other laboratories • .
Noble lived to see his dream become an international institution.
Hundreds of seedsmen trainees from many states and foreign countries
have come here for research, education and training.
This international attraction has been of inestimable value to the
State Department and U.S. Department of Agriculture in building good
will for the United States throughout the world - and the end is not yet.
And so, it is with great pride that I present this plaque honoring
our friend and fellow s eedsman to you, Dr. Wise, on behalf of the
Mississippi Seed Association.
May all who pass this way be reminded that a true nobleman,
Noble Pace, has made life better for millions now living, and multiplied
millions yet unborn.

